36           THE AIMS OF ETHICAL SOCIETIES.

content with a more modest attitude than they have
sometimes   adopted;    give  up  the  pretensions to
framing off-hand theories of things in general, and be
content to puzzle out a few imperfect truths which
may slowly work their way into the general structure
of thought.    I wish to speak humbly as befits one
who cannot claim any particular authority for his
opinion.    But, in all humility, I suggest that if we
can persuade men of reputation in the regions where
subtle thought and accurate research are duly valued,
we shall be doing good, not only to ourselves, but, if
I may whisper it, to them.    We value their attain-
ments so highly that we desire their influence to
spread  beyond   the narrow  precinct   of university
lecture-rooms; and their thoughts be, at the same
time, stimulated and vitalised by bringing them into
closer contact with the problems which are daily
forced upon  us  in  the  business  of daily  life.    A
divorce between the men of thought and the men of
action is really bad for both.    Whatever tends to
break up the intellectual stupor of large classes, to
rouse their minds, to increase their knowledge of the
genuine work that is being done, to provide them
even with more of such recreations as refine and
invigorate, must  have our sympathy, and will be
useful both to those who confer and to those'vSvho
receive instruction.    So, after all, a philosopher lean